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Art Unit: 3763 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been received in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Martin 
(5,417,660). 

Martin shows a syringe holder that includes all the limitations recited in claim 1 . 
See Figures 1-6 and the respective portions of the specification. Referring to claim 1, 
Martin shows a syringe holder with an elongated hollow body (12), a needle (92) 
connected to the flange (30) at the distal portion of said hollow body (12), and a 
retractable sleeve (14) that is capable of moving in and out of hollow body (12). The 
retractable sleeve (14) has a first position where the entire needle (92) (which 
constitutes a major portion) is covered by the retractable sleeve (14) (See Figure 2), a 
second position where the major portion of the needle (92) is exposed (See Figure 3), 
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and a third position (which is the same as the first position) where the entire needle (92) 
is covered and the sleeve (14) is locked in place (See Figure 1). 

The retractable sleeve (14) includes stop members (50) and (52) which are 
guided by their respective tracks (40) and (42) in the inner wall of the hollow body (12) 
when the retractable sleeve (14) is moving from position to position. 

In regard to claim 2, the stop members (50) and (52) are both flexible members. 
In order to unlock the sleeve (14) from the initial locked position stop members (50) and 
(52) must be depressed through apertures (80) and (82) in the wall of the hollow body 
(12). Therefore, stop members (50) and (52) must have substantial flexibility. 

In regard to claim 3, the flexible members (50) and (52) are integrally formed on 
the sleeve (14). 

In regard to claim 4, the sleeve (14) includes two flexible members (50) and (52). 
See Figure 1-3. Two flexible members constitute a plurality of flexible members. 

In regard to claim 5, the sleeve (14) includes a plurality of flexible members (50) 
and (52) and each flexible member has its own respective track (40) and (42). Two 
tracks constitute a plurality of tracks. 

In regard to claim 6, the upper portion of either flexible member (50) or (52) is the 
only part of the member that engages with the track and locks the sleeve (14) in place. 
The upper portion of the flexible member is defined as the part of the member that 
enters either aperture (80) or (82) in the hollow body (12). The upper portion constitutes 
a projection on the flexible member. 
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In regard to claim 7, the track (40) or (42) includes a first portion that permits the 
sleeve (14) to move from the first position to the second position. This portion extends 
from the proximal end (20) of the hollow body (12) to the distal end (22) of the hollow 
body (12). The track (40) or (42) also includes a second portion that permits the sleeve 
(14) to move from the second position to the third position. This portion extends from 
the distal end (22) of the hollow body (12) to the proximal end (20) of the hollow body 
(12). 

In regard to claim 8, the hollow body (12) includes a stop, which is the inner wall 
of the apertures (80) and (82). The flexible members (50) and (52) engage the stop 
when the members enter through the apertures. This locks the sleeve (14) in the third 
position. 

In regard to claim 9, the flexible members (50) and (52) can move into and out of 
the apertures (80) and (82) to unlock and lock the sleeve (14) in place. This constitutes 
a radial movement relative to the central axis of the hollow body (12). 

In regard to claim 10, the sleeve (14) is held in its first position by the bias of a 
spring (16) which forces the flexible members (50) and (52) against the inner wall of the 
apertures (80) and (82) and prevents the sleeve (14) from moving. 

In regard to claim 1 1, the sleeve (14) is prevented from slipping out of the hollow 
body (12) by contact with the stops (44) on the inner surface of the proximal end (22) of 
the hollow body (12). The portion of the hollow body (12) from the stops (44) to the end 
of the proximal end (20) can be considered an integrally formed collar on the hollow 
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body (12). This portion of the hollow body (12) makes contact with the sleeve (14) and 
prevents it from slipping out of the hollow body (12). 

Claims 12-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Martin. 

Martin shows a syringe holder that includes all the limitations recited in claim 12. 
See Figures 1-6 and the respective portions of the specification. Referring to claim 12, 
Martin shows a syringe holder with an elongated hollow body (12), a needle (92) 
connected to the flange (30) at the distal portion of said hollow body (12), and a 
retractable sleeve (14) that is capable of moving in and out of hollow body (12). The 
retractable sleeve (14) has a first position where the entire needle (92) (which 
constitutes a major portion) is covered by the retractable sleeve (14) (See Figure 2), a 
second position where the major portion of the needle (92) is exposed (See Figure 3), 
and a third position (which is the same as the first position) where the entire needle (92) 
is covered and the sleeve (14) is locked in place (See Figure 1). 

The retractable sleeve (14) includes flexible fingers (50) and (52) which are 
guided by their respective tracks (40) and (42) in the inner wall of the hollow body (12) 
when the retractable sleeve (14) is moving from position to position. 

In regard to claim 13, the sleeve (14) includes two flexible fingers (50) and (52) 
and each finger has its own respective track in the hollow body. See Figures 1-3. Two 
flexible fingers constitute a plurality of flexible fingers and two tracks constitute a 
plurality of tracks. 

In regard to claim 14, the upper portion of either flexible finger (50) or (52) is the 
only part of the finger that engages with the track and locks the sleeve (14) in place. 
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The upper portion of the flexible finger is defined as the part of the member that enters 
either aperture (80) or (82) in the hollow body (12). The upper portion constitutes a 
projection on the flexible finger. 

In regard to claim 15, the track (40) or (42) includes a first portion that permits the 
sleeve (14) to move from the first position to the second position. This portion extends 
from the proximal end (20) of the hollow body (12) to the distal end (22) of the hollow 
body (12). The track (40) or (42) also includes a second portion that permits the sleeve 
(14) to move from the second position to the third position. This portion extends from 
the distal end (22) of the hollow body (12) to the proximal end (20) of the hollow body 
(12). 

In regard to claim 16, the hollow body (12) includes a stop, which is the inner wall 
of the apertures (80) and (82). The flexible fingers (50) and (52) engage the stop when 
the projections on the fingers (50) and (52) enter through the apertures. This locks the 
sleeve (14) in the third position. 

In regard to claim 17, the flexible fingers (50) and (52) can move into and out of 
the apertures (80) and (82) to unlock and lock the sleeve (14) in place. This constitutes 
a radial movement relative to the central axis of the hollow body (12). 

In regard to claim 18, the sleeve (14) is held in its first position by the bias of a 
spring (16) which forces the flexible fingers (50) and (52) against the inner wall of the 
apertures (80) and (82) and prevents the sleeve (14) from moving. 

In regard to claim 19, the sleeve (14) is prevented from slipping out of the hollow 
body (12) by contact with the stops (44) on the inner surface of the proximal end (22) of 
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the hollow body (12). The portion of the hollow body (12) from the stops (44) to the end 
of the proximal end (20) can be considered an integrally formed collar on the hollow 
body (12). This portion of the hollow body (12) makes contact with the sleeve (14) and 
prevents it from slipping out of the hollow body (12). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
needle guards with retractable sleeves. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,688,241 to Asbaghi 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,201 ,708 to Martin 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,300,040 to Martin 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,911,693 to Paris 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,664,654 to Strauss 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,104,384 to Parry 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,088,986 to Nusbaum 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,267,972 to Anderson 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theodore J. Stigell whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8759. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TS 




